Alisa Fineman

Alisa Fineman grew up in
California’s San Fernando Valley, born to a
family rich in musical heritage. Her great
grandfather played first trumpet with the New
York Philharmonic under the legendary
Toscanini. Her grandmother, a concert pianist,
gave Alisa her first piano lessons. At the age
of eleven Alisa began learning guitar, and a
year later she was writing her first songs.
Early inspirations, both musically and lyrical-
ly, include Joni Mitchell, Odetta, Willa Cather,
Kate Wolf and Mary McCaslin. As with these
artists, Alisa’s repetoire of songs speak of
love, of a sense of place and an appreciation
for the earth’s beauty and fragility, and of
life’s sometimes-difficult choices.

While studying Environmental
Studies and Natural History at the Univeristy
of California at Santa Cruz, Alisa spent her
summers as a fire lookout in the wilderness of
Idaho’s Salmon National Forest, and after

graduation she moved to Big Sur to help manage
the University of California Big Creek Reserve.
During this period of her life, while living in almost
complete seclusion, she began writing the songs
which in 1988 would become Cup Of Kindness,
her first recording.

The enthusiastic response to Cup Of
Kindness motivated Alisa to devote herself more
fully to writing and performing. Her growing con-
nection with the music community soon led her to
become host to a radio show on KAZU in Pacific
Grove, CA which showcased fellow singer/song-
writers from around the country. She was voted
"Best Folk Musician" four years running by the
Monterey Bay’s Coast Weekly and in 1991 she
won top honors at the Kerrville Folk Festival's
NewFolk Showcase for her songs, One Lone Bird
and I Could Not Ask For More, both of which were
included on her 1993 release, Better With Time.
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